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Jacques Cousteau was a pioneer of diving and environmental awareness. He sparked passion for the seas 
in the hearts of millions of people worldwide and inspired many of us.  
With his youngest son, Pierre Yves Cousteau, we continue this legacy.  Pierre Yves loves the oceans, he 
loves diving, and he wants children to grow up in a world in which they can enjoy it as he has and still 
does. After his studies in biochemistry and space, in 2010, he founded Cousteau Divers, a program that 
uses affiliated dive centers and ocean scientists (the divers) as observers of the ocean. 
 
The Cousteau Divers program will harvest the Cousteau memory, tapping into the pool of people he 
reached out to, and through them, to their friends and families, to attract the general public to 
recreational diving and snorkeling. 
By empowering recreational divers to become active agents of the study and conservation of the oceans, 
this program aims to attract concerned non-divers to the undersea world. 
 
Waterproof Expeditions and Cousteau Divers joint forces and operated their first expedition to the 
Galapagos Islands in October 2012, bridging science and education with recreational diving and tourism 
and it was a great success for all onboard.  
 
The mission of these expeditions  is to use the Cousteau Divers site assessment methodology and provide 
participants with educational and awareness-raising material. This journey is an opportunity to walk in the 
footsteps of the Captain and to rediscover our unique underwater world. We hope to continue to inspire 
the future generations with the Cousteau legacy, and hope you join us to make this happen !  

 
INCLUDED : 
Famous Red Cousteau Cap 
Soft science dive logbook 
Species ID guide-slates 
Post-dive biological de-brief 
Cousteau  Galapagos legacy  

 



 

General Information 

 
The Galapagos is one of those rare places where you can dive through hundreds of hammerhead sharks to 
find a whale shark cruising along.  Toss in silky sharks, sea turtles, giant morays and schooling fish in their 
thousands… And that’s just the first dive at Darwin! At Wolf Island you can expect huge Galapagos sharks 
and eagle rays up close.   
Mola mola (sunfish) may be seen in the depths too. Macro life is plentiful. Black coral bushes shelter 
seahorses, blennies, nudibranchs, hawkfish and frogfish. Sea iguanas are a unique sight, along with 
speedy penguins and playful sea lions.  
 
This is but a mere taste of why divers consistently proclaim the Galapagos to have the healthiest marine 
life in the Pacific. 
Divers regularly encounter squadrons of eagle rays flying by in close formation, as well as larger and more 
majestic manta rays. If we are lucky we are passed by a Whale Shark. Many dives are done as drift dives, 
and the dingy driver follows the bubbles along a predetermined route. The profusion of marine life can be 
dizzying. 
 

Getting there and away 
 
You embark and disembark the yacht at San Cristobal Airport. Take your international flight into and out 
of Quito or Guayaquil International Airport in Ecuador from where there are daily domestic flights to San 
Cristobal. Disembarkation at the end of the cruise will be just in the morning allowing plenty of time for 
your onward domestic connection. International flights are possible to some destinations on the day of 
disembarkation but please ensure you allow plenty of time for transfers and check in.  There are no 
airport fees or departure tax for Ecuador. We have secured an allocation on the domestic flight in 
connection with the departure date of the cruise. Please contact us for further details. 
 

GALÁPAGOS  
The most spectacular  
pelagic diving on the planet!  

 

20 March – 27 March 2016 
On board Galapagos Sky 

ñSafeguarding the environment is a way of  
extending ourselves in every way possible ï  

by knowledge, by love, by sharing, by creation.  
We can find happiness in protecting the world around us.ò 

Jacques-Yves Cousteau 



On arrival 
 
The Galapagos Islands are a province of Ecuador. Passport holders of most Western and Asian countries 
will be issued with a visa on arrival into Ecuador that allows for stays of up to 90 days, please make sure 
that your passport has validity of at least 6 months beyond the period you intend to stay in Ecuador. If 
you are travelling with medication, please bring your physician’s prescription with you. Check 
www.ecuador.org for further information. 
A transfer between the airport in Galapagos and the vessel is included. 
 

What you should know 

Climate and weather  
The Galapagos Islands straddle the equator and weather is roughly divided into two seasons; ‘warm’ and 
‘dry’. The warm season, generally begins in December has average daytime temperature of 23°C (75°F) 
with daily rain showers and cloudier skies. The dry season, typically begins in May/June, bringing cooler 
temperatures with an average of 21°C (70°F) with local rain showers generally confined to the highlands 
of the larger islands. Evening temperatures can drop to just 15°C (59°F) therefore we advise guests to 
bring warm clothing for the cooler evenings. 
 

Time zone  
The local time is 5 hours behind UTC (GMT). 
 

Health  
Dengue is a concern in Galapagos protect yourself with repellent and by wearing clothing with long 
sleeves, trousers or long skirts/sarongs.  Eating or drinking food or beverages from street vendors carries 
health risks and travellers should exercise caution. We produce our own purified water on board and all 
attention is given to  food hygiene standards and safety. We recommend you visit a health care provider 
who specializes in travel medicine prior to your travels to address any and all concerns you might have 
with a professional. 
 

  

http://www.ecuador.org/


MV Galapagos Sky 
 
The luxury live-aboard M/V Galapagos Sky is a 100 ft. (33m) state-of-the-art live-aboard diving yacht 
exploring the fabled waters of the Galapagos Islands. 
 “Sky” hosts 16 passengers in 8 luxury cabins. 
Built to exceed any/all international safety standards, Sky is not only your live-aboard dive platform to the 
undersea wonders of Galapagos – but also has the crew, chefs, and amenities for you to enjoy five-star 
service during your entire trip. 
 
Accommodations include eight private en-suite cabins. Four Master cabins on the upper deck with two 
twin or one king size bed options and Four Deluxe Cabins on the lower deck with two twin bed set-up. 
Each cabin features a private head/shower, mirrored cabinet and wardrobe, bathrobes, hairdryer and 
biodegradable, marine safe toiletries. 
 
The elegant M/V Galapagos Sky is fully air conditioned and features 3 spacious lounge areas and fine 
dining area. Two certified naturalist dive guides, up to four dives a day and 3 land touring opportunities 
ensure that your voyage will have ample underwater time and some topside encounters to discover the 
magic of Galapagos diving. 
  
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 

  



Dates:  20 - 27 March 2016 
Rates:  Master cabin      USD 5.980 per person 

 Twin Deluxe cabin    USD 5.770 per person 
 

Included:  
¶ Airport meet and greet in Quito/Guayaquil and in San Cristobal prior  to departure 

¶ FREE NITROX for all reservations 

¶ All meals and beverages (including beer and wine with dinner- additional alcoholic beverages 
are available for sale). Most Dietary needs accommodated 

¶ Yacht amenities include spacious lounges and guest cabins, en-suite cabin facilities, including 
individual air conditional control, terry cloth robes and biodegradable shampoos, conditioners, 
and soaps 

¶ Onboard boutique for incidental and/or souvenir purchases, full entertainment center and bar 

¶ Value priced rental packages featuring Scubapro equipment 

¶ Experienced and professional crew 

¶ Galapagos National Park certified naturalist dive team to guide you underwater and on land 
excursions 

¶ Midweek Linen Changes 

¶ Morning Beverage Service 

¶ Cousteau Divers Donation fee 
 

 
Not included:  
¶ Hotel in Guayaquil or Quito pre or post cruise 

¶ International and domestic air travel between Guayaquil or Quito and San Cristobal   

 

  Cruise highlights 
¶ 3 Days diving Wolf and Darwin Islands on every cruise 

¶ 5 1/2 Days diving on all 8 day / 7 night cruises 

¶ Naturalist dive instructor and dive master 

¶ Ecuadorian and international cuisine 

¶ Main salon with audio/video entertainment center 

¶ Dive platforms with fresh water showers 

¶ Dive equipment and camera rentals 

¶ Ample space for personal gear storage 

¶ FREE NITROX  
  

  Enjoy with our compliments 
¶ Beverages including wine and beer with dinner 

¶ Up to four dives daily plus land excursions 

¶ Dive deck assistance and Dive Deck Outdoor Hot Showers 

¶ Fresh Hot towels after every dive 

¶ Cabin amenities including terrycloth bathrobes in your cabin, biodegradable shampoo, 
conditioner, and soap, and Nightly Turn Down service 

¶ Morning beverage service 

¶ Dress is casual – but dining service is “fine” plated 
 

 



Itinerary 

M/V Galapagos Sky (7 Night Cruises) 
 
Our Live-Aboard Diving Cruises to Galapagos are seven night cruises, and the itinerary offers a total of 
approximately 17 – 19 dives (check out dive included) all weather, current and sea condition dependant) 
and 3 land excursions on every trip. Diving in Galapagos IS considered ADVANCED diving as it occurs in the 
presence of strong currents, cold water and at times limited visibility. Diving from tenders/pangas (small 
inflatable boats) is also the rule and not an exception in this World Renowned destination.  
We visit Wolf and Darwin Islands on every trip – the diving there is arguably the best in the world! The 
Galapagos Sky itinerary has two days with long (you’ll be asleep) overnight navigations in order to get to 
these crown jewels of world class diving. You will enjoy 4 dives per day at Wolf and Darwin.   
While diving the “central islands” on your Galapagos Sky cruise you will experience the diversity of 
Galapagos diving. Besides our resident mantas, sharks, and seasonal whale sharks, this is also the time to 
photograph little Galapagos invertebrates in vibrant color as well as keep an eye out for mola molas.  
 
During your time in the central islands, you’ll also walk in the steps of Charles Darwin, with 3 guided land 
excursions. Your first land experience you will enjoy will be the beautiful panoramic views as you climb to 
the top of Bartolome.  Views will include those of Pinnacle Rock in the bay and also lagoons in the 
distance that those who have watch “Master and Commander” with Russel Crowe will recognize! You will 
also visit later in the cruise the Highlands in Santa Cruz in search of the Galapagos Tortoises in their natural 
habitat while later in the day you can finish this excursion with an unguided visit to the Charles Darwin 
Research Center during free time in the port area.  Lastly on Sunday morning our guests will explore the 
Interpretation center in San Cristobal where much about Galapagos history and conservation efforts can 
be learned. This visit occurs just before your return flight to Ecuador. 
 
 
 
 
 
5ƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŜƴŘŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ DŀƭŀǇŀƎƻǎΗ 
 

http://www.galapagossky.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/GalapagosSky_0175.jpg


Please note that diving in the Galapagos is advanced due to strong currents, varying visibility and cold 
water. Temperatures range from low 60’s to upper 70’s in different areas of the itinerary and seasons. 
Divers must be comfortable in these conditions, as well as have very good buoyancy and be able to do 
negative (sometimes rapid) back-roll entries/descents from small boats. Recommended requirements 
include 50-100 open water dives, experience in currents, ability in removing gear in water and ability in 
getting into small boats in choppy seas. 
As on any live-aboard or diving adventure – Itineraries may be changed due to current or pending weather 
conditions or at the Captain’s discretion for your safety. Itineraries can also be changed at the discretion of 
the Galapagos National Park who administer cruise itineraries. 
 

Sunday (Embarkation day): 
• Isla Lobos- Check out dive 
When you arrive at the airport at San Cristobal on Sunday, the crew of the Galapagos Sky will personally 
meet you, collect your luggage, and escort you to the Galapagos Sky. Your luggage will be delivered to the 
dive deck for you. After everyone is on board, we will introduce you to the boat and do our mandatory 
safety briefings and drill. Then, we cruise to the area of Los Lobos for your check-out dive. 
This will be your first underwater introduction to Galapagos sea lions and fur seals! Watch them Zoom in 
and out and dance playfully for you! 
Even on the first day of your live-aboard cruise – you begin to see the myriad and diverse land formations 
which comprise the Galapagos Islands topside. It is then you realize you will see nothing like it in your 
lifetime. 
 

Monday 
• Bartolome Land walk 
• Cousins 2 dives 
Bartolome is a lovely area where guests enjoy a favorite land tour where they can climb to the top of the 
hill to where breathe taking views abound. Conditions permitting, snorkeling with penguins will be 
allowed. 
Cousins Rocks- this dive is an itinerary favorite and is done along a beautiful wall and allows for great 
viewing opportunities for corals, frog fish, sea horses, scorpion fish and octopus. It is also a great dive for 
large schools of Barracuda and also Hammerhead shark sightings. Sea lions will be your companions upon 
entry and on the safety stops. 
By definition, the entire Galapagos Archipelago is geographically remote. But after this day of your live-
aboard cruise finds you heading toward the most isolated, northernmost part of the Galapagos Islands – 
the uninhabited, untouched, twin cathedrals of world class diving – Wolf and Darwin Islands. 

 
Tuesday-Thursday- Wolf & Darwin 
• Tues-4 Dives a day at Wolf plus a night dive 
• Wed- 4 dives at Darwin 
• Thurs-3 Dives total, 2 at Darwin and 1 afternoon dive at Wolf before long transit back to central islands 
Diving Wolf and Darwin 
You’ll spend the next three days diving (up to four dives per day plus a night dive) the legendary islands of  
Wolf and Darwin. 
Most experienced divers will agree, Wolf and Darwin can provide some of the best diving encounters in 
the world! Whale sharks are common here from Mid May through November. At The Arch at Darwin, you 
will see hammerhead sharks either individually, in small groups, or large schools. Bottlenose dolphins are 
common. The reef contains many warm water varieties of fish found nowhere else in the Islands. 
Once you see Wolf and Darwin – you’ll immediately understand why there are no shore excursions on this 
part of the cruise – there is no way up the vertical cliffs! 
 

 
 
 



Darwin Island 
 Considered by many experienced divers as the very best dive site in the world, The Arch at Darwin island 
(actually several dive sites depending on where you enter, currents, etc) honors its reputation. It is warmer 
by a few degrees than the central islands. In one single dive you can find schooling hammerhead sharks, 
Galapagos sharks, large pods of dolphins, thick schools of skipjack and yellow fin tuna, big eye jacks, 
mobula rays, and silky sharks. From June to November, it is not uncommon to encounter whale sharks in 
multiple numbers on one single dive. The presence of occasional tiger sharks, black and blue marlin, and 
killer whales adds on to this amazing diving experience. If you still have time to look for smaller stuff, you’ll 
find octopus, flounders, and an enormous variety and abundance of tropical fish. Darwin Island is the 
biggest jewel on the Galapagos Crown. 

 
Wolf Island 
One of those magical islands, with several dive sites to choose from. If you want to see sharks, you are at 
the right spot. This is a place for schooling hammerhead sharks, large aggregations of Galapagos sharks, 
and occasionally whale sharks. Seeing dolphins, large schools of tuna, spotted eagle rays, barracudas, sea 
lions and sea turtles is common. The bottom is littered with hundreds of moray eels, many of them free 
swimming. Being several degrees warmer than the central islands, you can look for many representatives 
of the Indo-Pacific underwater fauna. On a night dive here you will also enjoy spotting and watching the 
Red Lipped bat fish walk along the bottom of the sea! 
 

Friday 
• Cabo Douglas 1 dive 
• Punta Vicente Roca up to 2 dives and Panga ride if time allows. 
At Cape (Cabo) Douglas, on the western side of Isabela Island, we will do 1 dive Friday morning.  Here you 
can expect to see Galapagos Penguins, Marine Iguanas, Flightless Cormorants, Sea Lions, Seahorse, Sea 
Turtles, Horn Sharks, Red Lipped Batfish, and occasional hammerhead sharks and white tip sharks. Also 
keep an eye out for chevron barracuda, snappers, yellow fin tuna, rainbow runners, and wahoo. There are 
also a lot of smaller fishes like creole fishes, parrot fishes, scrawled filefishes, pacific box fishes, and tiger 
snake eels. 
This day we also visit Punta Vincente Roca for up to 2 dives. Our coldest yet rapidly increasing favorite dive 
– steep, deep vertical wall covered in soft coral, sponges, and endemic black coral. Regular sightings of 
mola mola (oceanic sun fish,) sea horses, bullhead sharks, red lipped bat fish, various shrimp and many 
other marine invertebrates. Keep your eyes open for fly bys from the flightless cormorants, penguins and 
maybe even a marine iguana. Our after-dive panga ride offers great topside photo ops for penguins, 
flightless cormorants, marine iguanas, sea lions, blue footed & nazca booby Birds, magnificent frigates and 
noddy terns. The diving here is chilly (particularly below the thermocline – but not to be missed!). 
 

Saturday 
• Northeast tip of Isla Pinzon/Islote Dumb- 1 dive 
• Puerto Ayora/Highlands tour 
Isla Pinzon –  NEWEST SITE TO THE ITINERARY- first visited in 2013! While diving Isla Pinzon you will be 
provided opportunities for encounters with a variety of species of sharks, sea lions, mantas, eagle rays, 
and moray eels. Many Species of fish and tropicals including yellow tailed surgeonfish, king angelfish, 
moorish idols, steel pompanos, snappers, grunts, creole fish, and barracuda. 
This dive is then followed by a transit to Itabaca Channel where guests will be transferred by bus (at 
approx. 1400h and approx.. 45 minute ground transfer) to visit the Highlands of Santa Cruz to see the 
Galapagos Tortoises in their natural environment; and visit to Puerto Ayora.  Guests will then be 
transferred back to Itabaca Channel to board the Galapagos Sky approx. 1900h. The Sky will then return to 
San Cristobal for Sunday morning cruise completion. 
 

Sunday Morning- Land Tour and Day of Departure 
• Interpretation center. 
Arrive San Cristobal—(Land Excursion) visit the Interpretation Center where an interesting human history 
of Galapagos is presented, town walk (last chance for shopping). Late morning departure. 



FAQ’s 
 
 
Can I dive with Nitrox? 
Yes. All Nitrox qualified divers may opt to dive with Nitrox for free ! 
 
I am not Nitrox certified. May I take a nitrox course whilst on board? 
Nitrox certification course (4 hours): - $150 including two supervised dives 
Nitrox completion course: - $50 for two dives + written exam if referral is from PADI. 
***If you are interested in taking the nitrox course please call our office so that we can confirm if an 
instructor will be aboard during your cruise. 
 
What should I bring with me? 
Live-aboard lifestyle is relaxed and informal. Essential items include T-shirts, shorts, swim wear, long 
trousers / sarong/ long skirt, sturdy footwear for island visits and a warm jacket or pullover for cooler 
nights. Shower gel is provided on board, however guests should bring any hair care or personal beauty 
products they require, along with sunscreen. We have a fully stocked first aid kit on board, but guests 
should bring any personal prescription medications with them (with doctor’s note). 
 
Can I rent scuba equipment whilst aboard? 
Yes, our gear rental packages are priced to please and provide great value to our clients. Keep in mind 
Limited Sizes & Quantities Available are available so please make sure to reserve your package in advance. 
7 Nights-  Full Gear Rental Package – $200 for full set (BCD, Reg-set, & wetsuit, mask, snorkel, and fins). 
Excludes computer and gloves. 
BCD – $50 per charter 
Reg & Gauge Set – $50 per charter 
Computer – $75 per charter 
Wet Suit – $45 per charter 
Hood- $25 per charter 
Fins/Booties – $25 per charter 
Mask & Snorkel – $25 per charter 
 
I’m travelling alone. Must I pay a single supplement or may I share a cabin? 
For solo travellers we offer 2 options. You may choose to have a cabin for yourself for which we charge  a 
single supplement of 100% of the cabin cost. However if you wish to share a cabin, we will place you in a 
twin cabin with a member of the same sex. We do not mix cabins without express permission of both 
guests. 
 
Must I spend an additional night in Ecuador either side of my live-aboard trip? 
We recommend guests spend an additional night either side of their trip to ensure they are well rested for 
the diving ahead. Most international flights arrive into Guayaquil after the domestic connection to San 
Cristobal has departed, making an overnight stay a necessity. However the domestic departure is in the 
morning of disembarkation allowing time for guests to make an international connection. We do advise 
allowing plenty of time for transfers, check-in and potential flight delays. 
 
Do I need dive insurance? 
Yes. All divers travelling aboard the Galapagos Master must ensure they are fully covered for all diving 
accident and emergency situations, including coverage for air evacuation. We also strongly advise our 
guests to obtain comprehensive travel insurance to cover against unforeseeable delays and potential  
missed flight connections.   
 
 
 

 
 

info@waterproof-expeditions.com  

T: 31 (0) 858 771 583 

www.waterproof-expeditions.com 
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